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SUBJECT: NAT WIN SEEN REFLECT CONSERVATISM WITHIN OPPOSITION 
BODY POLITIC 

1 . NEIL VAN HEERDEN, PERSONAL AIDE TO FOREIGN MINISTER PIK BOTHA, 
STATED HE HAD BEEN TOLD LANDSLIDE NATIONALIST PARTY VICTORY WAS 
SEEN IN CERTAIN SAG CIRCLES AS VINDICATION OF CAMPAIGN STRATEGY 
TO HASTEN DEMISE OF THE UNITED PARTY AND BRING CONSERVATIVE 
ENGLISH VOTERS INTO THE NATIONALIST FOLD. SOME POLITICAL 
ANALYSTS WITHIN THE NP DID NOT ATTRIBUTE THE VICTORY TO A 
SWING TO THE RIGHT BUT RATHER AS FORCING THE CONSERVATIVE VOTER 
TO CHOOSE BETWEEN THE NATIONALISTS AND THE "LEFTIST" PFP. VAN 
HEERDEN SAID THE OPPOSITION HAS ALWAYS BEEN PRESUMED TO BE MORE TO 
THE LEFT THAN THE NATIONALISTS BUT, IN REALITY, THE UNITED PARTY 
WAS AN UNWIELDY COALITION OF RIGHT WING AND LEFT WING ENGLISH 
SPEAKERS. WITH THE UP OUT OF THE WAY, IT WAS EASIER FOR THE NATS 

TO SWEEP MANY OF THE ENGLISH "VERKRAMPTES" INTO THEIR FOLD 
PARTICULARLY AS THE NRP AND THE SAP WERE CLEARLY STOP GAP 
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EFFORTS TO STEM THE COMPLETE WITHERING AWAY OF THE UP. 

2. VAN HEERDEN FURTHER DISCOUNTED THE THEORY THAT THE ELECTION 
RESULTS INDICATED A SWING TO THE RIGHT, SAYING IF THAT WERE SO, 

THE FAR RIGHT HNP WOULD HAVE IMPROVED THEIR POSITION (IN FACT, 

THE HNP SEEMS TO HAVE LOST GROUND). 
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3. VAN HEERDEN MENTIONED ALSO THAT PIK BOTHA HAD STATED THAT 
IT WAS HIS HOPE THAT, WITH THE ELECTION OVER AND RHETORIC 
ASIDE, THERE COULD BE A "COOLING OFF" PERIOD BETWEEN THEUS 
AND SOUTH AFRICA ALLOWING TIME FOR SOME OF THE BRICKBATS THAT 
HAVE FLOWN BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES TO BE FORGOTTEN. 

JOHNSON 
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